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CONSIDERATION 


VPON THE LATE 
CANONS. 
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Hart the late Canons are in- 
validous, it will eafily ap-- 
peare, and rhat they are ſo 0- 
' - riginally in the foundation, 
or rather in the founders of 
them, T will aſſume npon my ſelfe ro de- 
monſtrate, having firſt intimated my ſence 
by way of preparative. 

The Pope (as A hath a triple 
Crowne, anſwerable thereunto,and to ſup- 
port thar, te- Hrerends ro have athreefold 
Law. The firit is, jus druinum;, Epiſcopacie 
by divine rieht, and this hee would have 
youthinke tobe the Coronet next his head, 
thar which doth circlc and fecure his pow- 
&, -Our Biſhops haye(im an unlacky time) 
5 Az entred 
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"143 
eptred their plea and pretended title to this 
Crowne, Epiſcopacy by divine right. 

The ſecond is 1as humanum, Conſtantiy's 
donation, the;gitt of indulgent Princes; 
Temporal power. This Law belongs to his 
ſecond, or his middle Crowne , already 
alſo pleaded for by our Prelates in print. 

Theſe two Crownes being obraincd, he 
(the Pope ) doth frame and make histhird 
Crowne himſelfe, and ſetts that upmoſt, 
upon the toppe This Crowne al- 
ſo hath its Law, and that is 1#s Canonicum, 
the Canonlaw,of more uſe unto his Pope- 
ſhip then both the other - luſt fo 
our Prelates from the pretended divinity of 
their Epiſcopacy, and from the temporall 
power granted by our Princes they would 
now obtrude a new C4y0xu-Law upon us, 

They have charged their Canons at us to 
the full, and neyer fearing that ever they 
would recoyle backe into a Parliament 
they haye rammed a prodigious ungodly 
oath into them, Tp 

The illegality and invalidity of theſe 

Canons (as 1 conceive) is cafily diſcovera- 
ble by one ſhort queſtion , viz. what doc 
you call the meeting wherein they were 
made ? give itanameto know itby : who 
can frame his argument aright unlefle hee 
can farſt tell againſt what heeis to argue ? 
would you confute the Convocation ? they 
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” were a'hboly Synod ? would you argne a- 
eainſt the Synod? why they were Commi/- 
ſroners, would you diſpute the Commiſion ? 
they will mingle all powers together, and 
anſwerthat they were ſome fourth thing, 
that we ncither know nor imagine. | 
9 uo teneam nodo mutantem Protea? unleſſe 
they will unriddlethClelves, & owne what 
they were, we may proſecute, but hardly 
with concludent arguments. Yet I venture, 

I have conferred with ſome of the foun. 
dersof theſe new Canons, bur I profeſle 
clcarely, that I could never yer meete with 
any one of that aſſembly,whocould(in be. 
| halteof their meeting) well anſwer me the 
firſt queſtion in the Catechiſme, what is 
your name ? Alas, theyareparted before 
theyknow what they were when they were 
together. 

The ſumme of the ſeverall anſwers, thar 
I have received, doth amount to this. 
They were a Contocationall — Synodicall — 
aſſembly of Commiſitoners, indeede a thtee- 
told Chimera, a monſter to our Lawes, a 
Cerberus to our Religion, 

A ſtrange Commiſciow wherein no one 
Commiſſioners name is to bee found. A 
ſtrange Convocation that lived when the 
Parliament was dead: A ſtrange holy Sy- 
nod where one part never ſaw,never con- 
firred with the other, —— 'Bur indeede 
A3 what 


(a) 
what uſe or need of conference, if that bee - 
true of theſe Canons, which T reade of the + 
former ones, Notwm eff Canones formari 
Lambethe , prinſquam in Synods ventilen.. 
tur ? 

Thus farre preparatory. I proceede to 
my argument, whereby to manifeſt the in. 
validity of theſe Canons, not borrowing 
but avoiding what have formerly beene in- 
ſtanced by others. 

I will neither invetgh upon them as un- 
named Commiſ;ioners, nor infirme them as 
the worke of a dead Convocation; Bur will 
take them in the capacity of their owne af- 
fefted title of a Synod. Such they bragged 
themſelves to bee whileſt they fate : Such 
_ file themſelves in the Title-page of 
theſe (never to be Canonized) Canons — 
The words are — Canons treated upos in 
Convocation —— agreed upon ins we 

Thus treating in one capacity and agree- 
ing in anotber: 1s anew mould to caft Ca- 
nons innever uſed before. Canons bredde, 
in a Convocation, borne ina Synod. Thus 
although wee finde not one good farher, 
here are yet two mothers to one ilt favored 
child; never knowne before, nor imagi- 
pas ana whom the Poet calls 
among other attributes Solimque bi. © 
Jogos. —_ f 
" I proceede, iftheir mecting bea Synod> | 
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eyther it is foby Donation, by Blelivn, 6t 
onely by Y ſarpation. ©: 

' Donation from the King, isthis title and 
authority, indulged to them by his Maje- 
Nie : Looke through all his highneſſe Let. 
ters Patents, and they are not once ſalured 
with the ambitious title of a Symod. Yet 
in the Canons they have aflumed ir ſeyen. 
reen times, it 15 their owne pride, their 


-owne preſumption, 


The King hath not doneit, ( pardon me) 
no Prince ever did it orcatt doe it; no power 
Regall, Imperiall, or Papall did ever at- 


tempt it,toordaine that Willzam,& Richayd, 


Mathew and 1ohn, &c. and I know not who 
more,being met andaffembled npon other 
ſarmmons ſhall by a Commiſsion be on a fud. 
den tranſlated from what they were, into an 
unthought-of narioxall Synod, without 
voyce ot choyſe of any man to bee concer- 
ned : this never was done, this nevercan be 
well done, 

As for due efetion for ſuch meetings, 
this indeede is or ought to bee of the true 
eſſeroa Legitimate Synod. But due eleRtion 
made up by voyces is ſomuct a ſtranger 
ro this Syd, that their” farbertoods 
wilt confefſe char they were ever titted to 
this Syn0d, as a Syned by any, cither of the 
Clergy or ofthe Laity. * 
Concerning the choiſe of a few of them, 
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and buta few (about 50. as I gueſle) cho- 
ſen ro the Convocation houſe , that will 
neycr render them a lawfull Synod , unti!! 
rhey can prave metamorphoſis and Tranſab- 
ſtantiation. For the vazes of all their 
chuſers upon expiration of the Convocati- 
on. houſe returned backe home to every 
mans boſome from whence they breathed, 
Soxhat if you will en-live the {:me men to 
bee now Synodall, who were before but 
Convocationall, you muſt renew-the old 
Pythagorean Tranſmigratian, for they want 
the breath and life of an eleFion. Anew 
one you have nor, and th: old one is not to 
be had but by pnpvyaric, 
. Beſides I doaffirme & ſhall approve,that 
the eleQors to a Convocation and to a Synod 
are notallone, The Clergic only.doe, and 
of right onely ought to chuſe unto, the 
Convocation houſe, The reaſon, we of the 
Laity ( fo they will call us ), have our hou, 
ſes of Commons where our Truſtces by 
vertue of our voyces doe fit at the ſame 
time, Buc in the choice untora Synod, wee 
who muſt be bound by the determinations 
ofthe $y»0d, ought alfo to be intereſſed in 
the parties determining.” This is cleare 
enough in reaſon, a::d will bee better clea- 
RE FF... 
Of Synod; Tfinde five ſeverall ſorts, firſt 
agecaaallor univerſall Synod, ſecondly, 
b4'4 Ado Fauy Patri- 
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(7) 
Patriarchichall, Thirdly National, fourth. 
ly Provinciall, fiftly a Dioceſan Synod. I 
paſſe by the two fiſt and laſt, as nor per- 
rinent to this time and affaire. Concerning 
Provinciall and Natlonall Synods a word 
or two; if I knew which to call their late 
meeting. They runne on inriddles: and I 
want 0edipus at every turne, 

Theſe Canons, were they forged in one 
Synod Nationall,or in two Pr oncialls fm 
were they two Provinciall Synods { how 
then come their Actes and Canons to bee 
imbodyed together 2 how comes it to paſle 
that all rhe Canons ſpeake in the fingular 
number 2 The Synod ; The holy Synod ; 
The Sacred Synod.Sacred will now be hard- 
ly granted, unlefſe as the Poet doth, = 
Auri ſacra fames. 

Was ic then but one 2 wasit a Nationall 
Synod ? why the Provinces (weeall know) 
never did convene , they never mct toge- 
ther. Looke on the repreſentative body of 
the Commons of this whole Land : every 
one within the ſame walles hearing every 
ones argument, and thereupon mending, 
altering, and (as occaſion is) correQing his 
own judgement, &afrerwards(wtvnshy) jOy- 
ning in unanimous conſent. And if the able 
members of the North beyond Trent were 
divided fro thereſt,there would be quick- 


ly found a want of their worth and weight, 
| d rc 
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ner Could their fitting at the ſame time at 
Yorke, make thereſt a houſe of Commons 
here, for the whole Kingdome muſt be re- 
preſented entire. 

But as we have done the Title Synod, fo 
let us give them the attribute Nationall, 
a Nationall Synod,and yet (ce how inconſ1- 
ſtant and invalidous they arcs 

The very eſſe of every Synod doth ſub- 
{iſt ina double foundation. Fundamentam 
matcriale and fundamentum formale,——— 
The due mater1alls of a Syxod are the inte- 
reriour qualities and indowments of the 
perſons whereof the Synod confiſteth, not 
their externall dignityes and promotions. 
And therefore every man thus qualified is 
as Capable to bee of the Synod, as any 
Deane or Archacacon of them all. 

The fundamentum formale, is Delegatio 
eb eccleſia && debitaelettio, A due chovce 
to be made by all that are or ſhall bee con- 
cerned in the determinations of the Synod : 
and this truſt of choyce may fall upon ano- 
ther man, as well and as ſoone as upon 
Deaneor Archdeacon. 

I will not quarell the want of able parts 
in any the members of that late doubtfull 
dangerous meeting : I grant them the ma- 
terialls ofa true Syzod, but will inſiſt one- 
ly upon the ſecond ,, want of forme, want 
of due eleRion : which if they want the 


— . f & 
Nie T's F 


hdd 


moſt virtualland moſt obliging tye,and the 
moſt binding part is wanting. 

That they had no ſuch eleRtion,we need 

not goe forth to prove ; No one man in 
the Kingdome can ſay that he gave a voice 
totheeleRion of any one Deane or Arch. 
aeacop to fit for him in that Synod, nor 
were the Clarkes choſen by all who were 
to be bound. So then there remaineth on- 
ly to bee proved this. That ſuch eleCtion 
of perſons, by all perſons to be concerned 
1 the Decrees, and Canons, is neceſſary to 
the conſtituting of a lawful Synod; which 
isall one as to ſay, that the eleRions to a 
Synod ought to by, both be the Clergyand 
the Laity. 

I will crouble you but with one reaſon, 
and a very few inſtances, all breitely. 

The Acts and Canons of every Law- 
full Nationall Councell or Synod, ought 
to binde the whole Nation both Laity 
and Clergie : But rhis cannot bee reaſona- 
ble and juſt, if the Laity bee excluded 
both from conſultation and from choyce 
of conſulters. The reaſon is plaine. Ir is 
ground in nature, and ſo confeſſed upon 
this very caſeby Dr. Feila, who hath it 
Out of Occom - 40d ones 
tangit ab omnibus traitari debet. And thus 
is ſoclearea maxime,that in this very ſence 


alſo; for the Laity to be preſent at Coun- 
B 2 cells 


- ” es hoes "1 < 
4 Cut > © - , 


0 


cells this very CAphoriſme is uſed by the 
Pope in his own glofle upon the Canoniſt 
* Gratian. Quod omnes tangit ab omnibus 
trattari debet.Surely our Clergie are much 
$00 high, if herein they would ourgoe the 
very Canonsof the Papall Synods, and 
conclude that which ſhall binde all, where 
all are not admitted to treate ; neither by 
themſelves nor by proxy. 

Now the benefit of this Law of nature 
and of Reaſon (as Dr. Field calleth it) we 
clayme. The preſent Canons doe concerne 
us. I may bea Church-warden, my ſonne 
may bee a Maſter of Art; then mult I pre- 
ſent upon their yet unborne articles, and 
he muſt ſweare their oath of Covenant— 
well, they were neyer truſted by us unto a 
Synod, and therefore ought not to tye us 
up un-heard, it is againſt wature and 
reaſon. - 

To ſecond this Argument by inſtance 
in proofe of practice, 1 ſhall produce a few, 
and but a few of many examples and au- 
thorities : rhe originalls I cannot now 
Command, but muſt bee content to name 
a few extraQs, which by way of tranſcript 
doe walke along with my vademecum. 

The point that I would eſtabliſh is this, 
that in Sywods and Councells where Lay 
menare concerned inthe Decrees, there 
the Laity ought to be preſent to conſult 


if 
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if not alſo to decide the conclufions. I will 
but poinz, I will not enlarge to the vouch- 
ingevery place verbatim; Dr. Feild, Dr. 
Fulke, Goulartius, arc cleare and poſitive in 
this point. 

Our Statutes for correCting & gathering 
together the former Canons into a new 
body, doe clearely evidence this unto us ; 
in all which there is an equall proportion 
mixed, {1xteene of the Clergle and as ma» 
ny of the Laity. 

The Author of the hiſtory of Trent is 
frequent in this point,adding this for a rea- 
ſon, that in a gererall Councell, the univer- 
ſail Church cannot bee repreſented if the 
Laity be excluded. So by the rule a pars. 
bas: The reaſon holdeth the ſame, a Na- 
tionall Councell Cannot repreſent a Nation 
if but one degree of men, men of one qua- 
lity andcapacity be onely preſent,and the 
reſt alrogether excluded, 

Gratian, the Canoniſt doth allow the 
Laity to bee preſent , eſpecially in ſuch 
Councells as doe treate of faith, and for 
proofe doth vouch Pope Nicolas. 

I will omit many proofcs of many Em- 
perours being perfon«lly preſent and pre- 
ſident in many Councels, by themſelves 


and ſometimes by their vicegerents, as 


Marcellinus, Candidianus, Martianus, GC. 


yerte ven this is argumentative for us, and a 
B 3 preſcr- 
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preſervative of our right, forthe Laity to 


be preſent. 3H 
The Greeke hifſtoriansare ſo plenrifull 
that I will but name them, 


Theodoret , oommmonn © Sos fs 
Euſebius de vita Conſlantin.- 1.3.c.9.& 10 


SoFomen, n—/,,,0.16,% 17, 
Niceph, Calliſtus, ——— 1. 8.c.15, 


Socrates. —b,1.C-5. 0&1, 6.C.2. | 


Among the Latine fathers Cyprian is 
very plentifull. 


As for Councells, looke, = 

Nice. 1. vouched by Euſebius de vita ® 
Conſtantint — 4 conc. Carthag. cited b 1 
Gratian, — The Councell of Eliberis in 2 
Spaine. Councell of Conſtantinople in # 
Theodoret. — Counccll of Conſtance; And F 
the ſecond of Nice. — where it is ſaid of | 
that imperiall Lady the famous Pulcheria 
CAnuguſta,that ipſa per ſemet ipfam in ſanta 
quarta Synodo (ai - which fourth Synod 
was with Martianus the Emperour. F 

Totheſe I adde the very 0rd celebrandt © 


concilza written by Jſidor, and like unto the | 
Modus tenendl Parliamentum, | 
Thus much for humane teſtimonie , I | 
have done with my haſty notes, onely 1 
adde this, and I beſeech youto intend it. 


Whileſtweofthe Laity had our pow- 
er 
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er and voices to chuſe our owne Miniſters, 
and our owne Biſhops, (which was our 
ancient right, conſtantly allowed & praQi- 
ſed in the beſt Primitive times, whereof 
the proofes are yet evident enough ) ſo 
long ( 1 ſay ) we might truſt them in a Sy- 
nod, whom wee firſt had truſted to dire 
and guide our ſoules in all the miniſterjall 
fun&tion. — But to conclude us up now 
and ſhur us out contrary to the Law of Na- 
tureand Reaſon, contrary toancient uſages: 
not to admit us to determination , nay to 
exclude us from conſultation, and after all 
to take from us all aſſent both in choyſe 
and in refuſall of Paſtors to be ſet over us, 
and yet to bindeus by decres ſo made,may 
prove(l feare) no lefle then ſouie-tyranny. 
I doe not preſle the deſerved right of our 
choyſe of Paſtors : but one thing more, 
lend me paticnce to adde as ſupreme Co- 
r0nistoall that 1 have ſaid for right of Laity 
in Syn9ds. 

. Looke I beſeech you in the firſt Synod 
that ever was held inthe Chriſtian Church 
and thor for ſo great and ſingular a cauſe 
as never was occaſion for the like in the 
world before or ſince : you haveirin the 
firſt of the As of the holy Apoſtles,and it 
is for the choice of a new Apoſtle. There 
were in this Syzod and of this Synod, the 


ckven Apoſtles, 4ts 1, 13. with the bre- 
| | UNLE 
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(14) 
of ihe Lord, verſe 14. There were the Diſcis 
ples, there was Turbs iza« amulcirude, of 
abovt 4 120 names, ver.15. Saint Peter tel's 
them thar out of that number one muſt bee 
ordained to be a witneſſe of the reſurrection of 
our Saviour z thereupon what doth the 
multitudeof Diſciples there preſent, tow 
tve werſe 23.they place or ſet two before the A» 
poſtles: And the ſame men vis, all the 
Diſciples verſe 26, luz wins dvns they give 
forth their lots, and thereupon, the lot fal- 
ling upon Matthias, he was numbred ( ſaith 
our Tranſlation ) with the eleven Apoſtles, 
but the Originall is more -yzan4»4/a» com- 
munibus calcula annumeratus ef, he was by 
common aſſent or by common voyces 
reckoned with theeleyen, Now who were 
theſe common voyces, who were theſe 
120 men? Evangeliſts, Biſhops, Deacons, 
and Presbyters or Elders, as yet there was 
not one in all the world,the Apoſtles were 
but eleven, perhaps not numbred in this 
120. The Diſciples if you will ſay, that 
they were there and were Clergy men,yet 
they were but 70. Sothat here is no eva- 
hion:the Laity werepreſent,ahd nor paſſive 
only, they were aftivein this ſo original, 
ſo weighty a Synod. 
My (econd inſtance in this kinde, is out 
of the ſecond Councell that ever wee read 
was held, and this is As 6. where the A- 
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poſtles call a Councell for the choyſe of 
7 deacons. Then the twelve called the mul. 
titude of the Diſciples to them, ver.2, wa1itec 
= 87%, They being aſſembled doc not 
ſay, we have decreed, we have ordered and 
ordayned,and injoyned,but their language 
isverſe 3. inad{aviadngn, brethren looke ye 
out, the word is the ſame as in'ozonc both 
from im-zonir to overſee, dot you overſee 
among you, ſeven men of honeſt report. 
And the ſaying (as it is verſe 5.) pleaſed 
wimer manic vs anibes , the whole multitude, there 
15a conſent of theirs,more plaine in ifaitan 
they the multitude choſe ſeaven, Stephen and 
Philip X oc. 0u's iSnour ho'moy Twy AmcG)heT whom 
they (ſtill the multitude n avid» ) verſe 6, 
did ſet or place before the Apoſtles. 

The third and the laſt ſhall be the -wwati- 
ax» the great and generall Councell held 
by the Apoſiles upon the diſſention of the 
Church 1n point of Circumcifion(and that 
is As 15.) there you ſhall againe finde 
preſent, mir miiG- verſe 12, All the mults- 
tude : but you will ſay and object that the 
next word is 41 the multitude kept ſilence. 
True, erzo what ? Therefore they ſpeake 
not at all in this Councell 2 nothing leſle. 
But ergo they had ſpoken before: for it 1s 

ine by the word. Then allthe multitude 
kept ſilence. If they had nothing there to 
doebutto be alwaics filent, this particle of 
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This may perhaps be objected and there. 
fore ought to bee prevented , for the fur- 
ther clearing whercof,, obſerye ( I pray ) 
the next verſe, v. 13 whrere in like man- 
ner,it is ſaid of Pavuland Barnabas wm N73 as 
yiows dvrvs: And after they held their peace,ergo 
they had ſpoken. And therefore the Fry- 
er who collected together a body of Coun- 


cells ( Peter Crabbe the German) doth even 


from this place inferre a conſent of the 
people ſaying, Tacuit omnis multitudo Con- 
ſentiens Petro. | 

Bur if you would have this more cleare- 
ly evidenced beyond all. cxceprtions , I 
pray take notice of the reſolution of this 


_ verſe 22. Then pleaſed it the Apo-* 
ff 


s and Elders withthewhole Church, With 
the whole Church;what is that? The bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtles and thcir fellow labourers 
did not engrofle, and (as our Church-men 
affeR ro doe ) .uſurpe. and'monopalize the 
word Church,as proper onely to Church- 
men.— No you ſhall finde iteven in the 
Epigraphe of the Canons and Dccrcoes of 


this true, holy, and ſacred Synod, that the 


deſpiſed Laity arc inthefe Canons conjoy- 
ned with the bleſſed Apoſtles although 
Pope and Patriarch, Primate and Merro- 
poliran, Archbiſhop and Biſhops,yea even 


downe to Deane and Archdeacon: {{ have, 
heardit) doe diſpiſe the thought of admit - 


mitting the Laity. I do not ſay to decifion, 
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(17), 
but even to Conſultation, nay to the very 
choyce of conſulters in Religion : nay 
lower even ſo muchas to havea negative 
power, when a man of inabllitie, an of ill 
lifc is obtruded upon them; I proceed, for 
I would not grare but provare, looke werſe 
23. They that were preſent had voyce, 
Thcy who voiced the Canons, joyned in 
the decree, and ſending the decree unto 
Antioch, The words are- thus, The Apo- 
files and Elders, and Brethren ſend greeting 
ta the Brethren which are in Amicch, ec. 
Heie the Brethrenat Hieruſalem are ( with 
the Apoſtles and the Elders) attors in and 
authors of the Canoxs in this Counccll a- 

reed. There isno evaſion, no clufton, to 
be had , unlefle you can prove that all the 
Brethren in Antioch to whom theſe Bre- 
thren in Hiernſalem did write, were oncly 
Clergie men. 

Wh.ch if you ſhould affirme, our Cler- 
gy will hardly bee pleaſed with you, for 
they muſt then be of rhe »x/tizude ( nota 
ſpeciall lot) for Barnabas and Pant 1d de- 
liver this Epiſtle (being t'e decrce of chis 
Synod ) to the multitude «+ 53S As It 1s 
found in the 30 werſe. And when they 1.4 

athered the multitude tozerher they deltve- 
red the Epiſile. 

Thus much in way of purſuit for this 
ONCE Argument , that no Canons can dine 


the Laity where we have no voyce of var 
C 2 OWne, 
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(18) 
owne, norchoyce of the Clergie perſons 
whodoe found them, nor aflent inthe ſuf- 
ception of them after they are framed. 
Qued omnes tangit ab omnibus trattari de- 
bet. 

It remaines as a wiſh that every member 
of that meeting, who voted theſe exor- 
bitant Canons, ſhould come ſeyerally to 
the barre of the Parliament houſe with a 
Canon booke in his hand,and there unleſſe 
he can anſwer his Catechiſme ( as I call'd 
it)and ſhew what is thename of their mee- 
ting, and (unlefle hee can manifeſt that the 
Laity areno part of the Church ) concep« 
#s verbis in ſuch expreſlſe termes as that 
hovſe ſhould thinke fir, roabjure his owne 


ill-begotten iſſue, or elſe be Commanded 
to givefire to his owne Canons. 
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They have reizned to themſelves, and it 
by me : they have beene princes, and } | 
knew it net. "oo 
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F > \ J for ever )being needs aKing, 
JJ} Pilate (his Judge) ſecmeth to 
>><93- ſtart and bee in feare at that 
creat title : Although our Saviour had 
told him (John 18.36.) laying, My King- 
dome 15 not of this world : Pilate (till in 
feare) ſought toreleaſe him (John 19.12.) 
but more1n feare of Ceſar(the King at thar 
time of this world ) he adjudged rhe Lord 
of life to death, yer t onorably writcth his 
Tule (Mat. 27. 37.) This is leſns the King 
of the Jewes, This ritle he t er Was Crow- 
ned withall, when life and dco*. divided 
his ſoule 3nd body afurdcr; tha na man« 


ncr it may bce ſaid, h« 2 never was King 1s 
deede 
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(21) 
deede, untill he was out of this world, 

If he who was our Lord and Maſter (10h, 
13.13.) had not this worlds royalty, 
whence commeth that the Pope is Crow- 
ned? and his Cardinall's in purple? whence 
have our Biſhops their Lordſhips ? and as 
themleives cal! it ( Biſhop Hall in his E- 
piſcopacy, &c. part < 2.p.106.,) jura rega- 
lia) their royalty and rites of Baronage ? 

It may prove a diſquifition deepeand 
dangerous , yet I defire ( without envy to 
their pompe or perſons) to wade fo tarre 
as may fatisfie a mindethat loves Truth, 
and deſires to be led by it: and this with 
all poſſible brevity. There hath beenea 
happie and bleſſed reformation of our 
Church, God ſend a better, and amore ſe. 

vere reformation of our Churchmen, or 
_ elſe our Church is now in danger to be de- 
formed againe. 

The ſtate of this inquirie may bee this, 
viz, whether the Miniſters of Chriſts 
Kingdome may receive worldly titles, and 
execute worldly offices and powers? or 
more generally thus : Whether a Clergy 
man may ſemel & ſimul, be both a Clergy 
manand a Layman, in power, officeand 
authotity oyer other men in both kinds > 

Goeweto the fountaine head (Luke 22. 
24) There was a ſtrife among them (the Apo- 
files) which of them ſhould bee accompted the 


(23) 
which of the tweboe ſaever be. 
Cine this emelation of power. Certaine 
iris chat rhe rwo ſbones of Febeder, hames 
and fob» with their morher firſt prefatned 
(M#8.20.20.)t0 come and ake the hiphefſt 
places of honour {nextro the very throte) 
- * mthe Kingdome of Chriſt, 'which King- 
dome was conceired by them ſhortly after 
to be raiſed in the ſplendour of this world : 
This is genuinely gathered from this very 
ſtory, generally confeſſed , Kclearely con- 
firmed in the hiſtoric of the Ads ; &c. 
where the Apoſtles doe agke our Savidur, 
even after his refinreQion ſaying ( As 
1.6.) Lord wilt thos 9 pretty 
aine the Kingdom? xr. - Therefore tb 
© ewo brethten and their mother, fo 
much miſtaken in the naturevf his King 
 domehemakerh anfwer {Met. 20. 22: ye 
brow mt what you arÞe.- prencly flew 
ethreemtenacmn bs tofhis' bold A 
cup $0 drinke of, that many were [i] 
Jgfe paſſe: om them, bin they og 
es "50 drone hire 'THis' their 
et #8 fe proved trac it! all the twelve 'A- 
pofiley, ſo'by the providence bf Goo, one 
oftheferwo __ (A853) 
was the rofl he ten; hid 
of Mart yriiokle, ahd 75 nor 
Fr was the res the Apoftſes” ans 
Equalls lookta on the ambirion of 
hier fcllowes. & Vaine boy 
their 


(24) | 
their high requeſt, and the other cen mur. 
mured ar their preſumption (Math.20.24.) 
They were moved with indignation (aith Saint 
Maithew: (;Mar. 10.41.) They began to be 
much diſpleaſed, ſaith Saint Marke, But by 
this happie error of theſe two Apoſtles, 
our [Saviour . takes occaſion to inſtruct 
them, and the other ten, and in them all 
other Miniſters belonging untokim, how 
farre different the paſtorall care of his 
Church, is from the power which gover- 
neth in commonwealthes, 

, Hereupon the ſonne of God calleth unto 
bim all the twelve Apoſtles, ſaying, ( A at. 
39.25) ye know that the Princes of the Gen- 

tiles exerciſe domiman, cs. (Mar. 10. 24+) 
ye know that they which are accompted torule 
over. the Gentiles, exerciſe Lordſhips, &c. 
(Luke 22. 25.) The Kings of the Gentiles ex- 
erciſe Lordſbips, &c. wx, «moe 8ignj u phy, But 
it [ball pot be ſo among you. This is a ſtatute 
Rottobe repealed, This is ſpoken authora- 
tid & defiitivd,it is the determinate Law 
ofa juſtauthoricy., A.Canon,oxdained and 
irrevocably; fixed, by.the wi;ſedome of God. 
Confirmed by an exampleaboveallargu- 
ment:(M4. 20. 28, Mar.19. 45.) Forthe 
Javncof man came not to by. miyiitred unto,but 
#0 Minifter.\ (Luke 22.2.) 1 qm;amone you 
« be that ſerveth;, And, before this hee, had 
taughe them, (Mar.x0, 845) That the Diſ- 
ple 55 86 above his Meter (10.13.15. 16;) 
| (] | I 


II —— en > WR 


(25) 
7 hawvegiven you an example, that you ſhall 
dee 4s F havedone to you, verily, verily, the 
ſervant is not greater thenthe Lord, 

This miniſtry being thusperformed in 
humility, and without worldly titles. The 
Miniſters ſhall be thenexalted. Our bleſled 
Saviour in the exprefle words following 
ſaith untothem( Luke22. 29. ) F appoint 
unto you 4 K ingdome (bur addeth) as my Fa. 
ther hath appointed me. Now his owne 
Kingdome is ſpiritual, or as himſelfe {aid 
unto P:late, not of this world. Letthem then 
renounce temporall , and they ſhall bave 
ſpirituall honour. Bur ſome of the Clergy 
would (ir ſcemes ) confound both King - 
domes, being ambitious to inherit Glory in 
the Kingdom of Grace.I feare our Biſhops 
doenot know how ſublime a vertue Chri- 
ſtian humility is ! how full of Honour, 

Every epe$inpc muſt bee & rings , let 
the greateſt be ( Lu.2 2.26.) 45 the youngeſt, 
that is the way tobe a right Elder, he muſt 
be «: Hewes) Euk,22.27.29he that ſerveth thar 
is the way to be minifiredunto. He muſt be 
re ( Matthew 20. 27. Marke 10, 44+ ) 
a ſervant, thiat he may be *r&** the prime or: 
chiefe. Hemuſt be awnine (Mar, 20, 26.) 4 
Miniſter that he may bee «> 4 great one» 
Theſe antitheſes our Saviour hath'placed 
inthe text uponthe formeroccaſton.. = 
| From henee, may well bee argued 25 2 
Corollary, to theſe "aj _” 

2 _ _ enat 


( 36) 
that no Minifterofthe Goſpel can lawhully 
aſlume,bold ,or exerciſe that powey which 
by the Lord of the Gaſpel is inhibited i© 
his Miniſters. But our Saviour Feſus Chriſt 
(Lord and only bead of his Church) bath 
inhibited all Jace Lordſhip, Magiſtra- 
cy & Dominion unto his ſervants. There- 
forc no Miniſtcrof this Goſpel may hald or 
exerciſe temporall Lordſhips ar dominion. 

The'ie words wx +a 6, Ji ſhall met bee 
ſo among you, doe 10 (traightep the Biſhops 
miters, thatthey ſic e oatheir was 
to ſoften, & asit were to linethem fon their 
eaſc : the Bilbaps that ate and would bee 
bark Papall and. Þroceltane do quilt agent, 
lex ſence intq theſe words then can beare 
analogy wich the Text. They ſearch the 
oxiginall, and pretend to hade another 
ſeace laqurSaviours ſentence. 

This Text (fay they) forbids rotwnato 
Cer .mEen,the uſc and cxerciſeof worlde 
ly tixles, power, offices, dignities, Com- 

, dominion, Lordſhips, &c. but the 

abuſe, of ther; dowinecring and tyranni- 
with them. This they, — AY 
wal firmequz-of the greeke ward rpne- 
which they would bave ſoraben inthe 
De aonny ey would worn 
6 2 reach us, 

that, TR they way, A oi es 


Logd it they: 
far power Lon Lon eas ooh not, wied 
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(27) 
pride, vanity ,8 opprefſion. But I ſhall cafily 
prove this imcerpreration robe inconſiſtent 
with the ſcope & analogy of the Context- 

Will they frame their argument fromthe 
verbe wen to bea Lord,or torule ? ar fr6 
the prepoſition »-=,added and unired therc- 
unto ? neither will ſerve. And if the pompe 
of our Prelatescannot avoyd the power of 
this text, they arc downe for ever. Let me 
therefore ſcan it ro the full. 

Fnſt =e-ww to bea Lord, or to haverule 
or Lordſhrp, is never properly raken inthat 
ill fence which they Laws * heere create, as 
having anjuft, or oppreflive power. It is 
derived from the uſua}l and mioft frequent 
tale of our Lord and Saviour, whom the 
holy Scripture ſo often ſalneth x Lord. 
Heere is no ſhaddow for Tyranny. 

The true ſence of «#» is avthoritagym 
habens one that hath autbority ; beeing 
derived from «3 authority which is 
knowne to bee approved and ordeyned by 
God himſe}fe from wham all hawful}au. 
thority is derived. Marke how well 
this word is feneed through 311 Authours - 
Demoſthenes calleth the heads and cheite of 
the City = w/c winter, Alawin force and 
prineipall authority is called by «£ſchines 
aſs ris, Gallen calletd rhe cheife and prin= 
cipall members of a mans body agwrers wipe 


6 «hw; yet one member doth not tyran- 
ITY D3 n1zC 


Cab ) 
nize over another. eAriſtorle ( 6, Ethic.) 
hath we «wi propria virtus, ( that is ) a ver- 
tue properly or principally ſo called, s»- 
were is One that is Lord or maſter of him- 
ſelfe, not one that domineeres over him- 
ſclfe. Koen izuje ( Ap0c, 1.10.) The Lords 
day. xupaaxty drimreew (1 Cor.It. 20. ) The Lora; 
Supper. Saint Paw! ſaith that ( Rom, 7.1.) 
The law hath dominion over a man ſo long « 
he liveth, hee doth not meane that thelaw 
isa Tyrant,yet the word Is 5 ric weuver( Rom. 
14 19. ) Chriſt both dyed, and roſe, and 
revived, that he might bee Lord both of the 
living and the dead ! x5] Nxps? xm Carney women, 
From xz4+ Lord commeth rim Lord- 
ſhip : foure times mentioned by the holy 
Apoſtles, but never taxed as a power ten- 
ding to Tyranny,butto be obeyed in them 
who duly are therewith inveſted , as may 
be ſcene, (Epheſ. 1. 21.Coloſ.1.16.2 Pet.2. 
10. and Zzde 8, )Clearely thon inves there 
isno print of uſurpation or of oppreſſive 
and tyrannicall power, If there be, we are 
then well watned to, beware of our Bi- 
thops, who not onely owne-the title xa, 
butexpreſsly pleade for it, as Biſhop .Hall 
in his late Epiſcopecy., ( part 2« page 104: 
- Secondly, rexpwice the very word ( u- 
ſed by Saint M«tthew, and Saint ACarfe, in 


theſe beforealleaged Textes) whereby our 
Saviour forbiddeth his Apoſtles to dry 


cile 
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ciſe Dominion or Lordſhipis a compoun- 
ded word of two ws and wpwe, That js, 
to rule as one that hath authority. I may 
render itto be, orto. behave one felfe ( wre 
Juxte , Secundum) according as one that 
hath authority. 
 Thisprepoſition in words compounded 
| hath ſomerimcsa fignification of hisowne, 
ſometimnes none at all as in «r«vrieze, &c, 
clearely it hath no ſpeciall fignification in 
this ger xp i ewhuy, much Icfle a force ſo CXCBE. 
ticall as to draw the lawfull power of =», 
into the exorbitancy of a T yranny.Thar ir 
hath no force here, is by this apparent, for . 
that the ſpeech of our Saviour ,recorded by 
the holy Ghoſt in Saint Max. and S, Marke 
by x8TuAUpIHv 6wor7 and by xa*iZovetgeenr AIC ren- 
dred by the ſame ſpirit in Saint Zuke ) op 
wover and «{vaxfan. SO that plainely you muſt 
- Dot pretend tyrannizing to be meant 1n the 
ſence of one place except you can finde it 
alſoinborh, unleſſe you, will come tothis 
that he forbiddeth tyranny in one place, & 
worldly power ia the other, which-if you 
'doe-you grantthe queſtion, |, . . 
This is enough alone, yet for a further 
interpretation of «#ra=e/-4awr looke IN (1.28, 3 
.Geneſss) where God giveth unto man in the 
time of naans 1nnocency, , the rule and do- | 
.minion overall hiscreatures, even whileſi 
. they all were ( Gen. 1:.31.) very good. The 
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(39) 
Charter granted is wwranverworn, Now the 
time of this powet granted, the perſon to 
whom ir isgramted, the creatures all good 
on whom it was to beexerciſed, & aboye all 
the goodnefſe of Almighty God Whogran- 
tcd it, do exclude allimaginart6 of a Tyran. 
nicai{ powcr,znd admit onely of a fatherly 
maſterſhip over the new creatures of God, 
If rhen rhe frequent and conſtant ſence of 
borh =»ynwo and wraps, bee onely to 
have power and authority civil, tempo. 
ral, andordinary dominion, and thar all 
ſuch authority is forbidden them, how 
poore and weake is that evaſion for our Bi- 
ſhops, who would have this ſpecch of our 
Saviour taken in a forced fence different 
from all theſe other places ? and would 
' for granew meaning, as if our Saviour 
did not here forbid =vywwre xprederre but on. 
1y .xoxpyer ye menrrae, DOC a Commanding 
Lordlines,buta Tyranquos uſe of it; when 
a5 it is hereby evident, that Chriſt havi 
ordained the Ariſtocracy of twelve, di 
therein and in his reprehenſion beretake 
away thoſe ſeverall benches of honour,and 
that proud, imparity of T rafl power 
which our Biſhops doe ſwell wirhall. 
- That the farmer '{ſpecehes of our Suyi- 
our, doth deftroy the*Lordlineſſe of our 
Prelates , ler us'confirme'it wirh a farther 
conſideration, which is thus. Our Savi- 
our Chriſt being (1 Cor: x. 24-) the wiſedeme 
—_ of 
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of God; maft be thought ro-firand ſuit&his 

anſwer to the queſtion and requeſt made 
unto him by the two Apoſtles. But what 
Biſhop in defence of his uſurped power, 
dares aftirme that two ſuchadmirable(Gal. 
2.9.) Pillars, as Fames, and lohn, ſhould 
aske of ſuch a Maſter iniquam dominatio- 
nem, acrucil dominion over their fellowes, 
as it the meaning of theirrequeſt were thus. 
Maſter, gives us two leave to tyrannize over 
the other ten ! He had taught them before, - 
(Mat.5.5.) Bleed are the meeke and (Math. 
1.29.) Learne of me for I am meeke and lowly 
in heart: Can it then beethoughr that the 
beloved Diſciple and his brother,ſhall aske 
of che maſter of all Humility, a Tyranni- 
call power to oppreſle their partners. ? No 
man hath ſuch a hearr of leadeto think, yet 
there have not wanted forcheads of brafſe 
ro affirme ſo: Certaincly, in that King- 
dom of Chriſt, by them as then ſuppoſed to 
bee Temporal}, they defired the honour to 
ſhine in cwvilldigniry, 8&,cminency of pow- 
erand authority, which (no queſtion)they 
intended to have exerciſed with all bro- 
therly moderation, ,yet are they.(and 1] 
wiſhour Biſhops allo were) anſwered with 
his reprehenfion,firſt(Matb. 20. 221): ee 
bnow not what ye aske, next with his abſo- 
lute _— and forbiddance,sx wrer icy &c, 
7t ſhall not be (0 among you. 

ſoa ſo among y : will 


-+\ Willthe praQice:of Saint- Pasl, and the 
Councell of Saint Peter ſerve for comment 
to'this 'text ? Saint Panl faith & zoprovews, 
(2 Cor. 1.2. 4.) We Lordit not. Saliit Peter 
('x-Pet. 5.) Himſcite an Elder to other El- 
ders, exhoreeth them. to fecdethe Yorke, 
emo 2ofioric overieeing if: and- that not by | 
conſtraint wad wr xaraxupieuvernc , OY AS bein | 
Lords. Bur as inthe fitth verſe, All of you 

be ſubjet# one to another. * . alk. - 

' Therefore my reſolution ſtands cleare 

upottthis vote ; Thartit tnay bee declared 

_ that: truc and right Epilcopacy is incom- 
patible and inconfiſtant with ſecular.pow- | 
er. They who give 18 their names'to be la. 
bourers in Gods vineyard muſt not goe out 
of the doore, and thinke to returne at plea- 
ſure,::their whole time they have vowed 
rave grear Maſter of the Vineyard , and 
I indino wages promiſed but eo them who. 
erxcr and continue rhere to the laſt houre. 
No man putting his hand to the plough and 
logking backe, is fit for the kingdome of God. 
Luke 9. 62. 

i Let thereforethis inhibirary ſtatute a- 
gainſt Biſhops having temporal Lordſhips, 
ftand (as irmuſt ſtand ) irrep:alable 3; &e 
@my i» 447, It ſhall nos be ſo among you. 
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